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23, (amended) A portable data collection network, comprising: 
a hardwired backbone network; 

a plurality of access points coupled to the backbone network; 
a plurality of portable data terminals, each of the plurality of portable data terminals 
comprising: 



backbone network via at least one of the plurality of access points [, the Rf transce i ver 
b ei ng configur e d to commun i cat e i nformation in pack e ts i n accordanc e with a carr i er sense 
mult i ple acc e ss (CSMA) protocol] ; 



input means for inputting data; 

an RF transceiver for communicating with at least one device coupled to the 



a speaker; and 
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a control circuit, operatively coupled to the input means, the RF transceiver, 
and the speaker, for selectively enabling the RF transceiver to transmit data based on data 
input via the input means and to convert voice data received by the RF transceiver into a 
voice signal which is output through the speaker. 

26. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the RF 
transceiver is configured to communicate information in packets in accordance with a 
carrier sense multiple access (CSMA) protocol. 

27. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the input 
means is a keypad. 

28. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the input 
means is a barcode reader for inputting barcode information. 

29. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the control 
circuit comprises a memory for storing voice data received via the RF transceiver. 

30. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 29, wherein the memory 
stores voice data which is acquired as multiple voice messages, 

31. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 30, further comprising a 
display for displaying indicia of the multiple voice messages, and means for permitting an 
operator to select at least one of the multiple voice messages to be output through the 
speaker based on the displayed indicia. 
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32. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein each of the 
portable data terminals further comprises a microphone, and wherein the control circuit is 
operatively coupled to the microphone to convert a voice signal output from the 
microphone to outgoing voice data which is transmitted by the RF transceiver. 

33. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein a voice data 
storage device coupled to the backbone network initially stores the voice data intended for 
one of the portable data terminals, and each portable data terminal periodically polls the 
voice data storage device in order to prompt the voice data storage device to transmit the 
voice data to the portable data terminal. 

34. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 33, wherein the voice data 
storage device is a host computer coupled to the backbone network. 

35. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein voice data from 
a first of the portable data terminals is transmitted to a second of the portable data 
terminals via the backbone network. 

36. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 35, wherein the voice data 
from the first of the portable data terminals is transmitted to a first of the access points and 
the second of the portable data terminals receives the voice data transmitted by the first 
of the portable data terminals via a second of the access points. 

37. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the portable 
data collection network including the backbone network, the plurality of access points and 
the plurality of portable data terminals are disposed within a facility and facilitate 
communication among persons remotely located within the facility. 
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38. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein the RF 
transceiver facilitates roaming of the portable data terminal among the plurality of access 
points. 

39. (new) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein a first of the 
portable data terminals and a second of the data tenninals communicate voice data directly 
with each other. 

***** 
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